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Ynen revlyinz vlease guoite reference §/28743.

. R.2.5.0, Record Office,
' ' Ore Blgece,
ERSTITGS.
Mﬁugust,l’aal%

Dear Sir,

In confirmation of the letter
w hich you have recenily reccecived from the
Far Qffice, I véry much regret to inforam you
That your son, 7/10637778 Dvr atherton.i.L.
who was wreviously reported to you as Missing
st sza, 1s now recorded as naving been
Fresumed Xilled in action abt ses, on 7th January
1943, %

0fficigl notificetion to this effect
is enclosed zerewith, snd if there is auything
I caa 40 t0 essist you in eny wsy, wili you .
S gingly-Yet mb know. ol

! --/”C&'p't.,
for Colonel iz LR.a.S.C, Records.
£

To: Sgt G.C.atherton,dea .
. 1 signels Depot, (%),
Hest Dreyton,
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ROYAL MARINE BARRACKS,
CHATHAM, KENT.

2nd. Noverber, 19,

2 reply please Quuie 1~

Ref. Xv, 8, 1633/"—\‘14-03; .
Dear Sir,

: ., It is with regret that I-hawe o .
to inform you -hat your son, Ch.X.
113427 Marine Charles Atherion was
wounded while on Wor Service on the
9th. October, 194k, He sustained
¥ultiple Shrapnel wounds.

A& further report on your
son's condition end wheresbouts will
ve Torwerded to you in due course.

Yours traly,
¥
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Hidélese:. GC. Brel.
s 3
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UrL Rt
 Golonel P
Commanding Chathem Division, R.X

e e b T - Lo

Ge Atherton, 32061,
R,A.F. Station,

W st Drayton,
¥iddlesex, ,

1943 and 1944 —Sent to Eric and Charlie Atherton’s father, Geoffrey, also on active service as was his other son, Jack. Eric was 27.
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About 1915 - Tom Dockerill. He
married Maggie Atherton in 1928 and
worked at Park Farm. !
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DECOY SITES / Wartime Deception in Norfolk and Su{fu(k.

| Horseheéth decoy airfield on the Suffolk / Cambridge
border recalled by Mr. and Mrs.Taylor. KQ.39

“Horseheath. near Linton, Cambridgeshire was a "KQ" decay site for RAF
Duxford that laid approximately eight miles to the west. Two hundred acres of land,

between Heath Farm and the Roman Road, were taken in April 1940 and laid down with
grass and white Clover. -

The'dummy'Hawker Hurricane aircraft, built to AM Specification 23/38, wére
built by Green Brothers. at Hailsham in Surrey. at £50 a copy. The Hurricanes were
deployed around the site for'daytime use (K site). especially close to-Borley Wood and
their position frequently changed by the fifteen, or so, airmen that manned the site. To
start with, the men lived in tents and, later, in prefabricated buildings.

A dummy flarepath (Q site) was set up for night use: an underground bunker
for the crew and generator was constructed. One night a Blenheim landed by mistake.

A German bomber dropped hundreds of SD2 ant-personnel mines, "Buttefly
Bombs", on the site from 12,000 feet at 22.55 hrs. on 31st August 1941. The local Home
Guard had the job of searching the corn fields all around for them: one farm worker was

- killed by picking one up. Incendiaries and a stick of heavy explosive bombs were ilso

dropped on the decoy site".
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